Eye banking: the Minnesota experience.
We present a brief report on the activities of the Minnesota Lions Eye Bank. This eye bank receives and supplies tissue to several midwestern states. In addition, it plays a vital role in providing tissue for research and training at the University of Minnesota. In association with the Department of Ophthalmology, the eye bank is also actively involved in the research and development of various corneal preservation systems. Included below is information relative to procedures used in the eye bank for the selection and collection of donor material; the decontamination, preparation, and storage of corneas; cost of eye bank services; and staff coverage. Also included is some data on the number of eyes received and processed and the eventual uses of the tissues, during the last ten years.